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We’ve
come
a long
way.

A YEAR IN REVIEW

It’s been a year like no other.

In many ways, our mission and work have never felt 
more relevant since the Center’s founding in 1999. 
Our 2020–2021 annual report highlights the Center’s 
mission, people, programs, and reach over the past 
year. In addition to the research, publications, and 
books developed by our experts, the Center has 
utilized podcasts, live virtual events, and social media 
to remain connected remotely with our ever-growing 
audience around the world. 

We’d like to thank the community of people who make 
our work possible: the Carr Center’s faculty, fellows, 
staff, and Advisory Board; the students at the Harvard 
Kennedy School; and each of you who has joined us in 
this unpredictable journey over the past year. 

To keep in touch, please sign up for our newsletter, 
follow us on social media, support our work, and tune 
in to our upcoming events and podcasts. 

Mathias Risse        Sushma Raman
Director        Executive Director
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Our work wouldn’t be possible without the time, thought, work, and 
talent of the people involved. Thank you to the Carr Center staff, faculty, 
fellows, students, Advisory Board members, and other donors for staying 
connected to our community in an otherwise isolating year. To learn 
more about the tremendous people who make our work possible, visit
https://carrcenter.hks.harvard.edu/our-people. 

The people 
make the 
place.
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Our People
LEADERSHIP

Mathias Risse
Faculty Director; Berthold Beitz 
Professor in Human Rights, Global 
Affairs & Philosophy

Sushma Raman
Executive Director

FACULTY COMMITTEE

Arthur Isak Applbaum
Adams Professor of Political 
Leadership & Democratic Values

Jacqueline Bhabha
Professor of the Practice of Health & 
Human Rights, HSPH

Erica Chenoweth
Frank Stanton Professor of the First 
Amendment Susan S. & Kenneth L. 
Wallach Professor

Dara Kay Cohen
Ford Foundation Associate Professor 
of Public Policy

Yanilda María González
Assistant Professor of Public Policy 

Douglas A. Johnson
Lecturer in Public Policy

Zoe Marks
Lecturer in Public Policy

Timothy Patrick McCarthy
Adjunct Lecturer in Public Policy

Samantha Power
Anna Lindh Professor of the Practice 
of Global Leadership & Public Policy

John G. Ruggie
Berthold Beitz Research Professor in 
Human Rights & International Affairs

Kathryn Sikkink
Ryan Family Professor of Human 
Rights Policy

Robert Wilkinson
Lecturer in Public Policy & Leadership

FACULTY AFFILIATES

Danielle Allen
Director, Edmond J. Safra Center for 
Ethics

Graham Allison
Douglas Dillon Professor of 
Government

Desmond Ang
Assistant Professor of Public Policy

Gloria Yayra A. Ayee
Lecturer & Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Harvard Undergraduate Program in 
Government

Eric Beerbohm
Professor of Government

Gabriella Blum
Rita E. Hauser Professor of Human 
Rights & Humanitarian Law, HLS

Cornell William Brooks
Professor of the Practice of Public 
Leadership & Social Justice

Claude Bruderlein
Adjunct Lecturer on Global Health, 
HSPH
 

Martha Chen
Lecturer in Public Policy

I. Glenn Cohen
James A. Attwood & Leslie Williams 
Professor of Law

Bonnie Docherty
Associate Director, Armed Conflict & 
Civilian Protection, HLS

Susan H. Farbstein
Clinical Professor of Law, HLS

Archon Fung
Winthrop Laflin McCormack 
Professor of Citizenship & Self-
Government

Marshall Ganz
Rita E. Hauser Senior Lecturer in 
Leadership, Organizing, & Civil 
Society

Tyler Giannini
Clinical Professor of Law, HLS

Roberto Gonzales
Professor of Education, HGSE

Deborah Hughes Hallett
Adjunct Professor of Public Policy

J. Bryan Hehir
Parker Gilbert Montgomery Professor 
of the Practice of Religion & Public 
Life

Nien-hê Hsieh
Associate Professor of Business 
Administration, HBS

Sheila Jasanoff
Pforzheimer Professor of Science & 
Technology Studies
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Alan Jenkins
Professor of Practice, HLS

David C. King
Senior Lecturer in Public Policy

Jennifer Leaning
Professor of the Practice of Health & 
Human Rights, HSPH

Stephen P. Marks
Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Professor of 
Health & Human Rights, HSPH

Martha Minow
300th Anniversary University 
Professor, HLS

Gerald L. Neuman
J. Sinclair Armstrong Professor of 
International, Foreign, & Comparative 
Law, HLS

Pippa Norris
Paul F. McGuire Lecturer in 
Comparative Politics

Joseph S. Nye Jr.
Harvard University Distinguished 
Service Professor

Aminta Ossom
Clinical Instructor, HLS

John Park
Adjunct Lecturer in Public Policy

Phuong Pham
Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Global Health & 
Population, HMS

Christopher Robichaud
Senior Lecturer in Ethics & Public 
Policy

Bruce Schneier
Adjunct Lecturer in Public Policy

Sandra Susan Smith
Daniel & Florence Guggenheim 
Professor of Criminal Justice

Michael Ashley Stein
Visiting Professor of Law, HLS

Moshik Temkin
Associate Professor of Public Policy

Michael VanRooyen
Director, Harvard Humanitarian 
Initiative

Patrick Vinck
Research Director, Harvard 
Humanitarian Initiative

James H. Waldo
Gordon McKay Professor of the 
Practice of Computer Science

Stephen M. Walt
Robert & Renée Belfer Professor of 
International Affairs

Alex Whiting
Clinical Professor of Law, HLS

ADVISORY BOARD

Michael B. Decker
Advisory Board Chair

Vin Ryan
Advisory Board Chair Emeritus

Julie Allen

Clara Brillembourg

Carlos BTC

Alfonso Carrillo

Steve D’Antonio

Linda Dakin-Grimm

Samina Farid

Michael Fleming

Loubna Freih

Vanessa Hallik

Belinda Juran

Camilo Justiniano

Peggy Koenig

Madeline McClure

Aamir Rahim

Adriana Sarmiento

Sidney Topol

Mario Valdivia

Richard Vogel

Patricia Vos

Bob Wyman

STAFF

Laryssa Da Silveira
Staff and Faculty Assistant

Alexandra Geller
Multimedia Producer & Specialist

Alexandra Gilliard
Communications Manager

Jasmine Walker 
Finance and Operations Manager 

CARR FELLOWS

Chike Aguh 

Chelsea Barabas 

Justice Luís Roberto Barroso

Elizabeth A. Bennett

Maria Carnovale 

Flynn Coleman 

Laura Cordisco Tsai

Philip Dawson

Linda Eggert

William F. Schulz

Kathryn Gilmore

Djénéba Gory 

Sreang Heng

Mark Hodge 

Rachel Hulvey

Sooyeon Kang

OUR PEOPLE
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Vivek Krishnamurthy

Aarathi Krishnan 

Rachel López 

Khahlil Louisy 

Michael Meltsner

Megan Ming Francis

Keisha N. Blain

Binalakshmi Nepram

Brandie Nonnecke 

C.Dixon Osburn

Dinah PoKempner

Elizabeth Renieris

John Shattuck

Jay Ulfelder

Joana Varon Ferraz

Alexander Voss

Leah Wright Rigueur

Annette Zimmermann

RESEARCH ASSISTANTS

Kathleen Addison

Zesean Ali

Martha Amaya

Emily Axelsen

Sam Barrak

Rachel Carle

Kadijatou Diallo

Anne Dietterich

Daniel Alberto Estupiñan

Diego Garcia Blum

Aimee Hwang

Dawn Kang

Joseph Leone

Benjamin Rutledge

Rahaf Safi

Katie Stenclik

Cathy Sun

Aristotle Vainikos

Toby Voght

Colin Wall

Katherine C. Williams

TOPOL FELLOWS

Teresa Chen

Mayumi Cornejo

Priyanka Krishnamoorthy

Michelle C. Poulin 

Noopur Sen

CHARLIE CLEMENTS FELLOW

Fernanda Papa

SUMMER GRANT RECIPIENTS

Diego Garcia Blum

Simon Borumand

Manya-Jean Gitter

Aimee Hwang 

PAE AWARD RECIPIENTS

Mayumi Cornejo 

Alexis Alvarez Franco

OUR PEOPLE
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“The growth in our reach and 
impact over the past year reflects 
the global interest in, and concern 
about, human rights and dignity. 
Our mission—to create a more 
just and peaceful world through 
human rights teaching, research, 
and collaboration—is so relevant 
for these times.”

SUSHMA RAMAN
Executive Director
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Our Impact
WEBSITE

107,544 site users
237,800 pageviews
198 countries

Over the past year, the Carr Center’s website 
has seen an increase in traffic of 51% over the 
prior year, with website page views jumping 
52% during that same time period—marking 
a steady increase in audience engagement 
with Carr Center content.

WEBINARS

52 new webinars
89,813 views
1,341 new followers
1,358,584 impressions

The Carr Center’s virtual webinar series have 
exploded in growth, with new webinars seeing 
an increase of 430% in views over the prior 
year. Altogether, 3,050 followers from 40 
countries viewed 20,629 hours of webinar 
content.

PUBLICATIONS

38 new publications
51 authors
93,335 citations

Over the past year, the Carr Center has 
released 38 publications authored by 
51 faculty and fellows, representing 
our academic community’s breadth of
knowledge disseminated to policymakers, 
scholars, practitioners, and more. The 
research of our Faculty Committee has been 
cited in papers and publications around the 
world 93,335 times.

SOCIAL MEDIA

4,613 new followers
1,847,700 impressions
54,199 profile visits

The Carr Center’s rapidly growing social 
media accounts now amass 14,341 total 
followers—marking a staggering 177% 
increase in followers over the prior year. 
Our audience is deeply engaged with our 
research and events, mentioning the Carr 
Center on Twitter 2,024 times in one year.

NEWSLETTERS

7,412 subscribers
43% highly engaged

The Carr Center’s weekly newsletter 
disseminates information about events, 
podcasts, publications, and more, reaching 
7,412 global subscribers. Nearly half of the 
Center’s subscribers are rated as “highly 
engaged” and open every newsletter they 
receive.

PODCAST

12 new podcasts
11,435 downloads
6,871 listeners

Listeners from 118 countries explored a 
variety of global human rights issues with 
host Sushma Raman and 12 new guests via 
the Carr Center’s Justice Matters podcast. 
Tune in to learn about issues ranging from 
distributive justice to technology’s impact 
on human rights. 
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Experts 
The Carr Center community includes leading scholars and 
practitioners from a variety of disciplines, exploring issues 
including artificial intelligence, civil resistance, racial justice, 
and more. Our experts embrace backgrounds ranging from 
diplomacy and social responsibility to technology and ethics.
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Faculty 
Spotlight

MATHIAS RISSE
Faculty Director; 
Berthold Beitz Professor in Human Rights, Global Affairs & Philosophy

Mathias Risse’s work primarily addresses questions of global justice ranging from human 
rights, inequality, trade, and immigration to climate change and the future of technology. 
Risse is the author of On Global Justice and Global Political Philosophy. On Global Justice 
introduced the “grounds-of-justice” approach to global political thought, and Global 
Political Philosophy is an introduction to political thought from a global standpoint rather 
than the more typical state-focused perspective. His most recent books are On Trade 
Justice: A Philosophical Plea for a New Global Deal and On Justice: Philosophy, History, 
Foundations.

KATHRYN SIKKINK
Ryan Family Professor of Human Rights Policy

Kathryn Sikkink works on international norms and institutions, transnational advocacy 
networks, the impact of human rights law and policies, and transitional justice. Her 
publications include The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions are Changing 
World Politics; Mixed Signals: U.S. Human Rights Policy and Latin America; Activists 
Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International Politics; and The Persistent Power 
of Human Rights: From Commitment to Compliance. Sikkink has been a Fulbright Scholar 
in Argentina and a Guggenheim fellow. She’s a fellow of the American Philosophical 
Society, the American Association for Arts and Sciences, and the Council on Foreign 
Relations, and a member of the editorial board of the International Studies Quarterly, 
International Organization, and the American Political Science Review.

ERICA CHENOWETH
Frank Stanton Professor of the First Amendment

Erica Chenoweth’s research focuses on political violence and its alternatives. Professor 
Chenoweth leads the Nonviolent Action Program at the Carr Center and has been a 
Research Associate at the Peace Research Institute Oslo, a Research Fellow at the One 
Earth Future Foundation, and Co-Chair of the Academic Council at the International 
Center on Nonviolent Conflict. Their latest book, Civil Resistance: What Everyone Needs 
to Know, explores what civil resistance is, how it works, why it sometimes fails, and the 
long-term impacts of such resistance. Professor Chenoweth has published dozens of 
articles in scholarly journals and co-directs the Crowd Counting Consortium, a public 
interest project that documents political mobilization in the US.
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Our Fellows
During the 2020–2021 academic year, the Carr Center 
has hosted 33 fellows who have worked to support the 
research and activities of the Racial Justice program, the 
Technology and Human Rights program, the Nonviolent 
Action Lab, and more.

Each of the fellowships offers scholars and practitioners 
the opportunity to spend a semester or year at Harvard 
conducting research, working with students, and exploring 
critical human rights issues with a distinguished group of 
peers.

The Carr Center’s Technology & Human Rights Fellows 
have examined how technological advances over the next 
several decades will affect the future of human life, and 
delved into the protections of the human rights framework.

The broader Carr Center Fellowship welcomes post-
docs, scholars, human rights defenders, senior leaders 
in international organizations, and heads of human rights 
organizations to Harvard to focus on research and writing, 
audit classes, meet faculty and other experts, lead study 
groups for students, and more. 

These individuals have provided impactful new insights 
and perspectives that have advanced the Carr Center’s 
work, and frequently lead webinars with distinguished 
scholars and practitioners to enhance the Center’s status 
as a thought leader in human rights policy. Fellows have 
the opportunity to learn from and collaborate with experts 
convened by the Carr Center and translate this knowledge 
into direct, on-the-ground impact.

“Technology is not neutral. 
It’s embedded in a power 
structure.”

JOANA VARON FERRAZ
Technology & Human 

Rights Fellow
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From
Our
Fellows

“Despite the challenges 
of an ongoing pandemic, 
the Carr Center has 
given me a platform to 
share 15 years of work 
to a larger audience 
and has helped in 
incubating, innovating, 
and strengthening my 
own ideas and work on 
indigenous governance 
and peacemaking.”

BINALAKSHMI NEPRAM
Carr Center Fellow
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Our 
Students
Throughout the 2020–2021 academic year, the Carr 
Center has supported the work of 40 students through 
fellowships, research assistant opportunities, a human 
rights prize, and summer internship grants, providing them 
with first-hand opportunities to learn about human rights 
policy.

The Carr Center’s Topol Research Fellowship helped 
five Harvard Kennedy School students develop a more 
comprehensive understanding of nonviolent resistance 
movements globally.

The Charlie Clements Fellowship, given to a student with 
demonstrated interest in and commitment to issues related 
to human rights at the international level, was awarded to 
Fernanda Papa, a Brazilian public policy specialist who 
previously worked with UN Women.

The 18 Reimagining Rights and Responsibilities Research 
Assistants explored the state of rights in the US, each 
focusing on different verticals, such as education, 
healthcare, housing, and more.

The six Nonviolent Action Lab Research Assistants helped 
Dr. Erica Chenoweth produce knowledge on nonviolent 
action, how it works, and global trends in success and failure. 

Eleven summer internship grants were provided to 
students seeking to further their interest in human rights 
through first-hand experiences. 

The Carr Center Prize for Human Rights was awarded to 
Mayumi Cornejo and Alexis Alvarez Franco for their Policy 
Analysis Exercise, “Expanding Access to Secondary 
Education for Afro-Mexican Youth.”

KADIJATOU DIALLO
Rights & Responsibilities RA

DIEGO GARCIA BLUM
2020 Summer Grant Recipient

MAYUMI CORNEJO
Topol Fellow

Kadijatou Diallo is a first-year MPP 
student at the Harvard Kennedy 
School. Kadija is interested in the 
interaction between governments 
and non-governmental institutions 
to better tackle system processes 
and policy creation and implantation 
to better serve people. She is 
currently engaged in work looking 
at the intersection of corporate 
responsibility and digitalization and 
tech within governance.

Diego Garcia Blum was born in Bogota 
and raised in Miami. He’s an award-
winning nuclear engineer, community 
leader, activist, and researcher focused 
on issues disproportionately affecting 
underserved and discriminated 
populations. Diego’s work focuses on 
fighting for the safety and acceptance 
of LGBTQ people living in places where 
they are unsafe. Diego also serves on 
the National Board of Governors of the 
Human Rights Campaign and is a fellow 
at the Center for Public Leadership.

Mayumi is a MPP graduate at HKS 
with a concentration in Political and 
Economic Development. Previously, 
she worked in capacity building and 
service delivery for human trafficking 
survivors in Peru. She received the 
2021 Carr Center Prize for Human 
Rights for her Policy Analysis 
Exercise co-authored with Alexis 
Alvarez Franco (MPP ‘22), “Expanding 
Access to Secondary Education for 
Afro-Mexican Youth in Costa Chica.”



Programs
The Carr Center’s programs feature the research of its 
numerous faculty members and prominent fellows, each of 
whom contributes to the Center’s status as a thought leader 
in global human rights policy and practice.

+ TECHNOLOGY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

+ REIMAGINING RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

+ NONVIOLENT ACTION LAB

+ RACIAL JUSTICE

+ COVID-19 AND HUMAN RIGHTS
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Technology
& Human 
Rights

From a practical perspective, technology can help move 
the human rights agenda forward. Yet, for the multitude of 
areas in which emerging technologies advance the human 
rights agenda, technological developments have equal 
capacity to undermine efforts.

Over the past year, the Carr Center has supported the 
work of Technology and Human Rights Fellows, whose 
work examines how technological advances over the 
next several decades will affect the future of human life, 
as well as the protections provided by the human rights 
framework. 

Recently, Flynn Coleman, Brandie Nonnecke, and Elizabeth 
Renieris explored The Promise and Pitfalls of the Facebook 
Oversight Board, unveiling the benefits, challenges, and 

risks of external oversight boards for platform governance 
and accountability. Teresa Hodge and Laurin Leonard 
released Mass Incarceration and the Future, examining the 
human rights implications of criminal background checks 
in a country that employs mass incarceration. 

The Carr Center’s virtual “Towards Life 3.0” webinar 
series has convened numerous scholars, practitioners, 
entrepreneurs, and more to discuss the intersection of 
ethics and technology in the 21st century, amassing 
over 5,500 views from our audience. Additionally, these 
webinars serve as a resource for the Technology and 
Human Rights Fellows to speak directly with a variety of 
experts and expand their research network, using these 
interactions to build on the research they are performing 
at the Carr Center that will be disseminated as publications 
to our audience.

2020–2021 Annual Report 15
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TECHNOLOGY & HUMAN RIGHTS

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACT ASSESSMENTS FOR AI: 
LEARNING FROM FACEBOOK’S FAILURE IN MYANMAR

Human rights impact assessments have recently 
emerged as a way for technology companies to identify, 
mitigate, and remedy the potential risks and harms of 
artificial intelligence and algorithmic systems. In his 
discussion paper, Human Rights and Technology fellow 
Mark Latonero examines whether they’re effective. 

THE PROMISE AND PITFALLS OF THE FACEBOOK 
OVERSIGHT BOARD

In a joint discussion, Human Rights and Technology 
Fellows Flynn Coleman, Brandie Nonnecke, and Elizabeth 
Renieris articulate the benefits, challenges, and risks 
of oversight boards for the social media platform’s 
governance and accountability. 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND THE PAST, PRESENT, 
AND FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY

In his paper, Faculty Director Mathias Risse explores 
how AI instigates prospects and challenges for modern 
democracies in our near and distant futures. 



TECHNOLOGY & HUMAN RIGHTS

“When nine out of ten 
employers screen for 
criminal records as 
an indicator of merit 
for employment, it 
is obvious why 8.1 
million more people 
are in poverty. 
Having a record 
locks a person into 
a social status that 
drastically limits 
their socioeconomic 
well-being, even 
with humans in the 
decision-making 
loop.”

TERESA HODGE & 
LAURIN LEONARD
Carr Center Technology 
& Human Rights Fellows

Between 70 and 100 million Americans—one in three—currently 
live with a criminal record, and that number is expected to rise above 
100 million by the year 2030. Once a person comes into contact 
with the US criminal justice system, they begin to develop an arrest 
and/or conviction record—and as the prison population grows, 
the number of background check companies grows as well. How 
do we approach a future where background screening decisions 
and Artificial Intelligence collide? Technology and Human Rights 
Fellows Teresa Hodge and Laurin Leonard discuss the impications 
in their paper, Mass Incarceration and the Future.
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Reimagining
Rights & 
Responsibilities
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What are the rights and responsibilities that define the 
relationship of people to the government and to each 
other? Led by Carr Center Senior Fellow John Shattuck 
and Director Mathias Risse, the Reimagining Rights and 
Responsibilities project has created a guide for a nation 
wrestling with its values, offering an in-depth analysis of 
the state of rights in America and 80 recommendations to 
better address failures to protect these rights within fifteen 
papers that examine a broad spectrum of rights, including 
voting rights, racial discrimination, immigration, and more.

Additionally, the Carr Center conducted a national survey 
of American attitudes toward rights and freedoms in the 
US alongside the Institute of Politics, and found surprising 
bipartisan support by substantial majorities of Americans 
for rights that are now frequently under political attack. 

At the same time, the poll reveals that a majority of people 
feel that rights are facing “serious threat,” are not “secure,” 
and that neither the US government nor US citizens are 
“doing a good job enforcing and respecting rights.”

These papers and the results of this survey have been 
disseminated to all members of the United States Senate 
and the House of Representatives, inviting each of them 
to engage with the research and recommendations, and 
welcoming them to future project briefings to help guide 
public policy surrounding these essential rights. A second 
survey on the state of rights in America concluded in 2021, 
and the project will culminate in a book to be published by 
The New Press. The survey revealed that large majorities of 
Americans now favor strengthening the nation’s civil rights 
laws, despite continuing partisan division.

2020–2021 Annual Report 19
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Program 
Findings

REIMAGINING RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES

91%
of Americans agree that government 
has a responsibility to prevent hate 
crimes and punish people who 
commit them. 

72%
of Americans agree that a woman’s 
ability to choose and make decisions 
affecting her body should be 
protected.

53%
of Americans, in the context of 
COVID-19, are willing to sacrifice 
some of their personal freedoms to 
benefit public health.
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Nonviolent
Action
Lab

2020–2021 Annual Report
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The Nonviolent Action Lab, led by Dr. Erica Chenoweth, 
Frank Stanton Professor of the First Amendment, produces 
up-to-date knowledge on nonviolent action, how it works, 
and global trends in success and failure. Existing research 
shows that nonviolent resistance can be an effective 
pathway to defend democratic values, while creating 
transformative change. 

The Lab was created with the following goals: 1) to 
research how people can create transformative social and 
political change using creative and disruptive power; 2) to 
produce public goods for activists, citizens, scholars, and 
students to analyze or learn about nonviolent action; and 3) 
to provide an innovation hub for learning and synthesis for 
people engaged in nonviolent struggle around the world.

The Lab hosts the Topol Research Fellows Program, which 
helps HKS students develop a more robust, evidence-
based understanding of nonviolent resistance movements 
each year. 

Over the past year, Dr. Chenoweth has continued to 
connect the Lab with the Crowd Counting Consortium 
public interest project, which counts every protest, 
counter-protest, and state response in the US since 2017. 
Additionally, Dr. Chenoweth maintains the world’s leading 
dataset on the characteristics and outcomes of nonviolent 
and violent resistance campaigns from 1900–present. 
Dr. Chenoweth’s recent book, Civil Resistance: What 
Everyone Needs to Know, published in 2021, explains how 
civil resistance works, why it sometimes fails, and its long-
term impacts.

NONVIOLENT ACTION LAB

222020–2021 Annual Report



232020–2021 Annual Report

When is a 
movement 
successful? 
According to Dr. Erica Chenoweth, no 
government has withstood a challenge of 
3.5% of its population mobilized against 
it during a peak event—and all campaigns 
surpassing this threshold were primarily 
nonviolent. 

“If a movement can mobilize 3.5% of 
the population to participate,” notes
Chenoweth, “there are likely much 
larger proportions of the population 
that sympathize with and support the
movement. Over time, such sympathy and 
support can translate into growing political 
pressure for the incumbent to leave office—
even in autocracies—as has happened in 
scores of cases in the postwar period.”

Learn more about their research in their 
publication, Questions, Answers, and Some 
Cautionary Updates Regarding the 3.5% 
Rule.



Racial 
Justice

While problems of police brutality and 
systemic racism are ingrained in the 
nation’s DNA, recent phenomena—such 
as the use of technology to document 
said violence and the rise of social 
movements to advocate for Black lives—
have catapulted these issues to the fore. 

As we continue the centuries-long 
journey of tackling racial injustice in the 
United States, the Carr Center’s Racial 
Justice program focuses on reimagining 
systems, institutions, and movements to 
promote racial and economic equity for 
all. The program strengthens discourse 
connecting domestic civil rights to global 
human rights frameworks, bringing 
together faculty, fellows, students, and 
the broader community to collaborate.

Over the past year, the Carr Center’s 
research into racial justice has 
disseminated a vast wealth of knowledge 
to scholars, policymakers, entrepreneurs, 
and the general public through the work 
of the Center’s faculty and fellows, as 
well as the notable guest speakers who 
have contributed to numerous webinars 
exploring the history of racial injustice 
and the current path toward realizing 
equality in the US.

Recent webinars have delved into the 
1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, convening a 
prominent panel of speakers to discuss 
the lasting impact of the event on the 
African American community of Tulsa and 
the need for restitution and reparation. 
Another webinar centered on the rise in 
anti-Asian violence in the US, the tragic 
killings in Atlanta, and the role civil society 
must play in building a more inclusive and 
just society. Carr Center Fellow Keisha 
Blain has led the Social Justice Leaders 
webinar series since September 2020 
and has been joined by numerous leaders 
of color who are actively challenging 
racism and advancing human rights in the 
United States.

The work of the Carr Center’s faculty and 
fellows on racial justice has been featured 
in various outlets, including the Nation, 
Washington Post, Boston Globe, New 
York Times, and more.

2020–2021 Annual Report 24
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RACIAL JUSTICE

“For decades, scholars 
and journalists have 
been working against so 
many obstacles just to 
unearth the truth of the 
Tulsa Race Massacre. 
Even today, challenges in 
the Greenwood District 
remain. We should think 
far beyond just the 
millions of dollars that 
were lost and even more 
about the kinds of repair 
needed to address not 
just what happened 
in 1921, but what has 
happened since 1921 to 
this very day.”

KEISHA BLAIN
Carr Center Fellow

May 31, 2021, marked the 100th anniversary of 
the Tulsa Race Massacre, when a violent white 
mob nearly destroyed the formerly thriving and 
prosperous African American community in the 
Greenwood District of Tulsa, also known as Black 
Wall Street. Today, the historical legacy of the 
Massacre continues to impact policy related to 
racial justice. To learn more, read the publication 
The 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre.
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COVID-19 &
Human Rights

How has the global COVID-19 pandemic impacted human 
rights around the world? From immigration and social 
movements to discrimination and the ethics of vaccine 
passports, innumerable areas of the public domain have 
been impacted by fallout from the pandemic. 

Over the past year, the Carr Center released a series of 
five COVID-19 discussion papers written by Carr Center 
faculty and fellows, exploring several topics and how they 
relate to the pandemic: 1) coronavirus through the lens of 
human rights, 2) the ethics of surveillance technology, 3) 
non-discrimination principles, 4) social movements and 
civil resistance, and 5) the ethics of immunity certificates.

Through various articles, Carr Center faculty and fellows 
have been highlighted in the news to shed light on 
developing issues under the pandemic. Matthew Smith 
examined the ethics of Malaysia’s decision to turn away 
Rohingya refugees due to COVID-19 concerns; Cornell 
William Brooks discussed how communities of color are 
disproportionately affected by the pandemic; and Erica 
Chenoweth identified nearly 100 distinct and evolving 
methods of nonviolent action under the pandemic. 

Additionally, numerous Carr Center live webinars over 
the past year have explored the impacts of COVID-19 on 
different populations and industries, from reimagining the 
restaurant industry and examining racism in healthcare to 
a discussion on India’s stringent lockdown that resulted in 
disaster.
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Thought 
Leadership 
Through a variety of modes, such as the Justice Matters 
podcast, webinar series, and publications, the Carr Center 
has produced valuable content over the past year that 
situates it as a prominent thought leader in global human 
rights policy.
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Justice Matters
THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

EXPLAINING THE DREAM

Alan Jenkins, Professor of Practice at Harvard Law
School, joins host Sushma Raman to discuss the 
importance of communication as it intersects with 
matters of race, the law, and social justice. 

PHILANTHROPY, MONEY, AND POWER

Carr Center Fellow Dr. Megan Ming Francis explores 
how—for better or worse—philanthropic organizations 
have historically influenced the human rights agenda on 
a national and global scale. 

INTEGRATING FORGIVENESS INTO THE 
JUSTICE SYSTEM

When should the law forgive? Martha Minow—300th 
Anniversary University Professor at Harvard Law 
School—outlines the shortcomings of the current justice 
system in the US, and the importance of forgiveness as 
we think about reform.

TOP EPISODES

The Justice Matters podcast, hosted by Carr Center 
Executive Director Sushma Raman, investigates a wide array 
of human rights issues both at home and abroad.
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Webinar Series
THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

During the pandemic, the Carr Center connected with our 
community through a series of live events and guest speakers 
online. Webinars explored a myriad of human rights issues, from the 
Black Lives Matter movement and economic justice to the impacts 
of COVID-19 and the future of Artificial Intelligence.

THE STRUGGLE FOR BLACK LIVES

The tragic killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis and 
Breonna Taylor in Louisville have sparked protests across 
the country. In the Struggle for Black Lives webinar series, 
the Carr Center convened leading scholars to discuss 
the Black Lives Matter movement, civil resistance, policy 
brutality in the United States, economic justice, and more.

THE FIERCE URGENCY OF NOW

In Fall 2020, this weekly series featured Black, 
Indigenous, People of Color scholars, activists, and 
community leaders and experts from the Global South 
in discussion on the pressing current events of today. 
Hosted and facilitated by Sushma Raman and Mathias 
Risse, the series aligned with a course they co-taught at 
the Harvard Kennedy School, “Economic Justice: Theory 
and Practice.”

TOWARDS LIFE 3.0: ETHICS AND TECHNOLOGY IN 
THE 21ST CENTURY

This talk series draws inspiration from the title of Max 
Tegmark’s book, Life 3.0: Being Human in the Age 
of Artificial Intelligence. The series invites a range 
of scholars, technology leaders, and public interest 
technologists to address the ethical aspects of the 
long-term impact of artificial intelligence on society and 
human life.

SOCIAL JUSTICE LEADERS

This series, curated by Carr Center Fellow Keisha N. Blain, 
features social justice leaders who work at local, national, 
and international levels to challenge racism and advance 
human rights, addressing topics such as racial health 
inequities and the intersection of race, class, sexuality, 
and gender. 

THE GLOBAL LENS

Over the past year, several of the Carr Center’s webinars 
examined human rights issues through a global lens, 
focusing on the current events and challenges that have 
impacted people around the world, including the military 
coup in Myanmar, human rights in North Korea, and the 
importance of US support for the International Criminal 
Court.

JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY

What does economic justice look like in the United 
States? Over the past year, the Carr Center has convened 
numerous experts to discuss the work that is being—and 
still needs to be—done to achieve economic justice for 
all throughout the US.
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TOP WEBINARS

INNOVATING HUMAN RIGHTS IN NORTH KOREA

Jieun Baek, Dae-Hyeon Park, Hyun-Seung Lee, Seo-
Hyun Lee, Seong-Min Lee, Sung-Ju Lee, Timothy Cho, 
Yeon-Mi Park 

Due to global awareness campaigns around the North 
Korean regime’s crimes against humanity against its 
people, the world now knows of just how much North 
Korean people suffer at the hands of their totalitarian 
regime. Webinar panelists discussed the need to invest 
in and prepare for a North Korea where citizens can finally 
author their own future.

SURVEILLANCE CAPITALISM OR DEMOCRACY

Shoshana Zuboff, Charles Edward Wilson Professor 
Emerita at Harvard Business School, discussed the 
implications of a world in which technology users are 
neither customers, employees, nor products—but are 
raw material for new procedures of manufacturing and 
sales that define an entirely new economic order: a 
surveillance economy.

THE 1921 TULSA RACE MASSACRE

Keisha Blain, Karlos Hill, Regina Goodwin, Dreisen Heath

May 31, 2021, marked the 100th anniversary of the Tulsa 
Race Massacre, when a violent white mob destroyed 
the formerly thriving African American community in 
the Greenwood district of Tulsa. This webinar convened 
leading policymakers, academics, and researchers on 
the historical legacy of the Massacre, the effects on 
current-day policy, and the movement for reparations.
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Publications
THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

BIDEN’S FIRST 100 DAYS

President Biden reached his 100th day in office in April 
2021. Where has his administration progressed in the 
first 100 days, and what should it focus on in the coming 
months? Seven Carr Center faculty and fellows shared 
their insights on the Biden Administration’s first 100 days 
in office, commenting on immigration policies, emerging 
technologies, systemic racism, and more.

INTERNATIONAL WOMXN’S DAY

What do we need to focus on in the coming year to 
fully realize the rights of women and girls around the 
world? Nine Carr Center faculty and fellows shared their 
insights, from the importance of addressing educational 
inequality to increasing women’s representation in 
political decision making. 

DATA AS COLLECTIVELY GENERATED PATTERNS: 
MAKING SENSE OF DATA OWNERSHIP

Data ownership is power. Who should hold that power, 
and how should data be owned? Carr Center Director 
Mathias Risse proposes another way of thinking about 
data, exploring the “data-as” view: data as collectively 
generated patterns.

TOP PUBLICATIONS

Over the past year, the Carr Center has released 38 new publications 
written by 51 authors, including faculty, fellows, and prominent guests 
from both academia and industry. These publications have explored 
numerous subjects within the human rights realm, from systemic racism 
and discrimination to the ethical impacts of COVID-19 policies. Below are 
a few highlights of the past year’s publications. 
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Thank
you.

The work at the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy 
would not be possible without the tremendous 
support from our Advisory Board, faculty, fellows, 
students, staff, and our larger community. Thank 
you for your contributions to the Center in the last 
year. The Carr Center receives funding from a range 
of sources, including income from an endowment 
established by founding donor Greg Carr, members 
of the Advisory Board, as well as additional support 
from Michael B. and Debra Decker, Peggy Koenig, the 
Schooner Foundation, the Topol Family Foundation, 
and individual donors.

We look forward to expanding our research and 
programming in the year to come, and are immensely 
grateful to have you with us for the path ahead.
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